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Abstract

Audio data can be considered as the most important element for constructing the
music history. The discovery and publishing of the early audio data of the 21th
century bring new possibilities for reconstructing the sound world of the Taiwan
music history. The rising of the ethnomusicology in the 50s of the 20" century
invigorated the research of the music context, and the introspection to this music
text-oriented analyzation method has led us to re-examine how the analyzed music
was applied and listened in its social environment. When a large amount of early
audio data of Taiwan music was discovered in the 21th century, the interpretations of
the significance of the music in its time were then made possible, which include the
history and the society for the music carrier, the geographic space and landmark
remarked by the sound, and the nostalgia plots and political implications invited by
the music.

However, to better understand the music, or even to pass down or extend the life
of this intangible cultural heritage, analyzing the musical text is a must. Under the
effort of contemporary scholars, the analyzation of musical text of existing music is
no longer an independent action from the music context, it is an investigation based
on the social environment, the group thought of the tribe, the dance and the body
movement etc. Even though some recordings are not typical or representative of the
music of their times, they are vital evidences for reconstructing the soundscape of
those times and learning the culture of early ordinary people. Analyzing the musical
text through this thinking and method, the audio data recorded in the past century
after the innovation of recording devices has not only begun to be deconstructed and
understood for construction the music history, musical elements have also been
extracted and examined to become powerful evidences for further constructing the
music history constructed before the finding of the early audio data.
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